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Jenny Yates and Jerry Logher 


We realize there are gaps in this information -- any specific points and dates you would 
like to see included or are incorrect, please contact us at admin@browndale.net [Note: 
This site is now defunct] 


1916 - 1952 - ST. FAITH'S LODGE 


Ed. Note: There is not much information online about St. Faith’s Lodge. This excerpt 


from the article, Davis Family was Pillar of Newmarket Society, gives some info about 
the original property: 


“Some may remember that he lived on the north side of Millard Avenue, facing Lorne 
Avenue. The estate was a small farm of approximately 14 acres with orchards, open 
fields, a woodlot and a caretaker’s house. There was also a small barn housing pigs, a few 
chickens and a pony wandering the grounds. 


The estate was sold in 1952 to a Toronto group named Warrendale, which housed 
delinquent girls. The estate rapidly fell into disrepair due to bad management and neglect 
and was eventually sold to developers for housing in 1963. 


My Grandma and Grandpa lived on Arden Avenue, and I can well remember the massive 
grounds behind their home and, of course, the Warrendale estate. The main residence and 
caretaker’s house were demolished and was extended through to Queen Street. In 1971, 
Lorne was extended right through to Davis Drive and more building lots were created. 


1916 - St. Faith's Lodge: Sponsored by Anglican Church 
Rescue home for girls: first offenders from Court 


1920 - Receiving $1.25 per day per girl in residence 


1923 - Service extended to include referrals from other agencies 
Detention cases are now refused. Girls with Anglican faith given priority 


1926 - Federation of Community Services cut financial support 
Became placement service for domestics and outlet for charitable deeds 


1942 - Severed relations with "Downtown Church Workers Assoc." 
War years intensified the problems of Lodge 


1947 - The Board of St. Faith's, advised by the Welfare Council, confirmed the need for 
residential treatment for teenage girls 


1950 - Lodge closed for reorganization, property sold 


1952 - St. Faith's Lodge reopened under the name of WARRENDALE 
(in memory of Mrs. Warren, President of St. Faith's for three years) 


Aug.1 - Warrendale opened on property they purchased in Newmarket. 

Specialized as a non-denominational residential centre for girls 12-15 years, requiring 
continued diagnosis and treatment in a group setting. Operated as a residential centre for 
one year 


1953 - 1966 WARRENDALE 
1953 - John Brown was hired as Executive Director. 


e Goal: to provide total care and after-care treatment for emotionally disturbed girls, 
family adjustment to cater to special, individual needs of a child, helping the child 
to do this vs telling. John Brown dispensed with the classification of kids, 
institutional settings, and kinds of treatment. 


e Landmark: residential treatment centres in Ontario were non-existent prior to this 
date by de-institutionalizing the treatment care for these children; John Brown 
instituted the importance and need of healthy families for these kids. 


The program centred around providing artificial families and supportive groups to 
provide warmth and stability: the concept of Therapeutic Family. 


1956 - Routines, Limits and Anchor Points, handbook re management of the child in the 
therapeutic family throughout the day, published by John Brown. 


1957 - Warrendale has a formal school; some children cannot handle the stress and 
expectations of a community school. The school's most important function was the 
teacher's relationship with the child. 


1958 - A large group of girls divided into several smaller groups. Staff responsibilities 
were formalized: resident workers, head caseworkers, program director, and house 
administrator. 


1960 - The first year Warrendale had its own camp - Elizabeth F. Brown. 
Memorial Camp, Duck Lake, Haliburton, Ontario 


1962 - Oak Ridges property acquired. 
First time boys in day school with Warrendale children. 


1963 - Warrendale offered family-oriented treatment services, after-care to children and 
families, and outpatient. 


e Elizabeth F. Brown Memorial Camp: The first-year boys are in summer camp; 
at the end of camp, some boys reside in Oak Ridges, despite opposition from 


outside professional groups and the community at large: anxiety about boys and 
girls living together. 


e Training: to students of the University of Toronto School of Social Work. 
Children were referred from agencies in Ontario, Quebec, Saskatchewan, British 
Columbia, and some states in the U.S.A. 


1964 - In-Service treatment program, 50 children. 


e@ Specialized school, 28 children. 
e Summer camp for emotionally disturbed children, with a capacity of 150 children. 
e Group and individual therapy program; outpatient service. 


1965 - Funds raised for joint Boy's Village and Warrendale program 


e Newmarket house closed down. 

e Amalgamation with Oak Ridge program, main house, cottage, senior house, and 
farmhouse in Oak Ridges. 

e Dec. Warrendale occupied new treatment facilities, including an office and school 
in Etobicoke. 

e Four houses based on family groupings, boys and girls at different age levels. 


1966 - Warrendale: 4 houses in Oak Ridges and a school 


e Four houses in Etobicoke and a school. 

e Children are still being referred from agencies in Ontario, Quebec, Saskatchewan, 
British Columbia and some states in the U.S.A. 

e The program had developed a high degree of sophistication. 


1966 - Working with emotionally disturbed children. 


e Referrals of the most severely disturbed children in the Province continue. 

e The philosophy of the program is still not accepted by many members of the 
professional community. 

e Brown Camps Ltd. (a private company) began operations with an emphasis on 
family camping. 


e Spring "Warrendale" film, filmed in Etobicoke by Alan King for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


Warrendale 1967, Allen King & Classic Documentary Channel - YouTube 


e June 1- John Brown was nominated to run in the Provincial election for the New 
Democratic Party. 

e June 9 - John Brown was fired as Executive Director of Warrendale. 

e June 15 - John Brown negotiated on behalf of the Warrendale program. 
Warrendale remained in Etobicoke houses. 
Brown Camps run from Oak Ridges. 

e June 19 - The Ministry of Health occupied and took over Warrendale, Etobicoke 
and Elizabeth F. Brown Memorial Camp. 
Effects were felt throughout the agency, government, and most particularly by the 
children in treatment. 
Newspapers ran front-page articles for weeks. 
Professionals reacted for and against John Brown and Warrendale's method. 


1966 - 1967 BROWN CAMPS LIMITED 


John Brown is free to shape his pioneer model in the care of children, i.e., to be entirely 
responsive to the needs of emotionally disturbed children rather than being responsive to 
the needs of the organization. 


A reduced chain of authority led to the decentralizing of the program and its entire 
structure. Area supervisors were assigned to a number of treatment houses in 1966 in a 
given geographical area. 


Resource Bank: professional persons to provide all technical skills needed by house 
heads and child care staff; thus, each therapeutic family had available to them knowledge, 
experience, judgment of psychiatrist, psychologist, child care staff, social workers, 
etcetera, available 24 hours a day. 


Each person in Resource Bank assumed an ADVISORY capacity, not an AUTHORITY 
position. 


BROWN CAMPS LIMITED 

Summer 1966 - Camping facilities for 100 children at Red Stone Lake, Ont. 
Fall 1966 - Programs opened in Haliburton with 25 children 

Newmarket opened with 30 children. 

Saskatchewan opened with seven children. 


British Columbia opened with 11 children. 
Muskoka Lodge opened with 70 children. 


1967 - Brown Camps Ltd. opened the program in Windsor, Peel County, and 
Scarborough. Opened with a focus on community living and treatment homes located in 
the community. 


e Expo '67 - all families organized together for a visit to the Expo. 


e Warrendale was co-winner of the Canadian feature film prize at the Montreal Film 
Festival. 

e Warrendale won the Arts and Experiments prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 
France. 


e In the fall of 1967, John Brown was elected to the Ontario Legislature [New 
Democrat Party, NDP]. 


1968 - 1971 BROWN CAMPS RESIDENTIAL AND DAY SCHOOLS 


1968 - Brown Camps seemingly scored a first in Ontario legal history. An appeal was 
launched against a Juvenile Court Judge's decision on the disposition of a child to training 
school under Section 8 of the Training School Act. 


e The rights of children everywhere to grow up in their own families and not be cut 
off from the human community were affirmed in York County Court. 

e Hearing the Brown Camps Appeal against a previous conviction of violating 
Scarborough zoning bylaws, Judge Ian MacDonnell dismissed the charges. 


e May 14, 1968: Scarborough Municipality appealed to the Supreme Court of 
Ontario, and Brown Camps lost - split decision. 

e May 31, 1968: The charter applied for in 1966 was approved by the Department 
of Education to form Brown Camps Residential and Day Schools. Ontario's new 
residential and day school programs evolved from the former Warrendale and 
Brown Camps Limited programs. Officially licensed with the Children's Boarding 
Homes Act. 


Spring 1968 - 40 children in residential treatment in Saskatchewan. 
e Forty children in residential treatment in British Columbia. 


July 1- Browndale was officially established as a non-profit, charitable organization with 
all the assets of Brown Camps in Ont.: a residential school for disturbed children with 
facilities for camping, farm school, pioneering, and urban family life. 


e Ran programs in B.C., Ontario, and Saskatchewan and included some children 
from different American States. 

e In Ontario, houses are in Peel County, Bramalea, and Scarborough. 

e Browndale accepted children placed by both public and private child-caring 
agencies at a specified per diem rate. 

e The only way private individuals could obtain treatment for their child was to have 
the child become a ward of the Children's Aid Society. Consequently, many 
parents were reluctant to give up custody of their children, and many did not 
receive the services they needed. 

e Saskatchewan program growing with more children, also offering services to 
children from Manitoba, Alberta and states adjacent to Saskatchewan. 

e British Columbia - more children in the program developing their own unique 
camping styles 


Summer 1968 - /nvolvement Magazine began publication. 


1970 - New programs grew out of the Muskoka program: Midland, Barrie, and Thunder 
Bay. 


Sep. 21 - A proposal for treatment of seriously emotionally disturbed children in their 
own homes or foster homes submitted by the Board of Browndale to the Provincial 
Government. 


April 1, 1971 - The Children's Mental Health Centres Act was introduced: the main 
function of the Act was to bring under the Act all organizations offering services to 
emotionally disturbed children, and thus standardize agencies and set up criteria for 
extending services to children. 


e Children could now be placed privately with treatment organizations: the cost of 
treatment covered by the Government without the parent having to give up the 
legal rights to the child. 

e The Act also stipulated that only children whose families were resident in Ontario 
could receive services from the accredited Ontario treatment centres. 

e Children from the U.S. could no longer live in Browndale. 

e Browndale is officially accredited under the Act and regarded as an acceptable 
agency. 


1971 - Debby Brown, Barry Reiman, and Naomi Rae-Grant were instrumental in the 
initial stages of the Ontario Association of Children's Mental Health Services. 


Sep. 1971 - Browndale International begins the program in the U.S.A. 
e The first program in Madison, Wisconsin, with U.S. children from the Ontario 
program 


1972 - Barry Reiman, first President of Ontario Association of Children's Mental Health 
Services. 


e Browndale International opens the Program in Ann Arbour, Mich. 

e The Satellite Program was introduced in Ontario due to a proposal submitted in 
1970. Browndale is an innovator with the Satellite Program. 

e Purpose: A preventive measure in natural families for children slated to go into 
residential treatment to act as a support system for natural families. 

e John Brown turns over control to 64 member board consisting of staff, parents, 
and professionals, forming Browndale (Ontario) 

e Browndale (Ontario) has become a separate, non-profit company with Debby 
Brown as its director. 

e Brown Camps Residential and Day Schools no longer directly manage treatment 
programs. 


British Columbia became a separate non-profit company, Browndale Care Society. 
Browndale (Ontario) opens a new area, the Midland Region. 

Negotiations were made with the Board of Education for 'special education 
teachers' to work in Browndale School, with success in some regions. 

Stichting Browndale Nederland forms to demonstrate the possibility of closing 
large institutions for children in Holland. The program in Holland opens with 18 
children. 

Browndale Europa forms to establish programs in other Common Market 
countries. 


Sept. - First in Ontario Legal History! Browndale wins case - in 


1973 - 


Supreme Court of Ontario, Court of Appeal, re-operating residential homes within 


the community of Barrie, Ontario, uses zoning bylaws to veto treatment houses. 


1974 - 


1975 - 


1974 - 1976 
Muskoka Lodge closed 


Browndale opens residential treatment houses in Peterborough school, office 
Huntsville opens three more houses, school and office. 

Browndale Int. moves into Arizona and Illinois - Kaleidoscope. 

Browndale Europa opens in France. 

The Native program opens in Thunder Bay. 

A re-entry program opens in Toronto for children in transition from treatment 
programs at the teenage level. 

North Bay opens with four houses. 

Browndale Int. opens in Minnesota and Boston, and Springfield in Massachusetts. 
U.S. program is incorporated. Browndale incorporated. 

John Brown serves as a consultant for the program, Parent Finders 

John Brown University was established. It’s a school for special training of 
educators, licensed under the Department of Justice in Holland; presently, it is a 
trade school working towards university status. 


First agreements (under Sec. 28, Education Act) between Browndale and local 


School Boards, Simcoe County. Barrie and Midland regions have academic teachers 


placed in Browndale Schools. 


Nov.1, 1976 - Browndale Centre for Education opens in Toronto. 


1977 - The first Browndale transitional classroom opened in Minesing Public School, 
Barrie Region 


1978 - Second Browndale transitional classroom opens at Regent Public School, 
Midland. 


1979 - Browndale Academic Teacher (Sec. 28) placed at Assikinack School, Barrie Oct. 
Central Office moved to 150 Placer Court, Willowdale, Ont. North Bay program closes 
due to cutbacks in budget. 


Regionalization of programs takes place: 

e Central Region encompasses three areas - Newmarket, Barrie and Midland; Jim 
Wylie is the Regional Director. 

e Eastern Region encompasses two areas: Peterborough and Haliburton; Bill Barber 
is the Regional Director. 

e Northern Region encompasses two areas: Thunder Bay and Thunder Bay Native 
Program. Yvonne Howes is the Regional Director. Bastian DePeuter becomes 
Regional Director of Thunder Bay Programs in the spring. 


1979/1980 - Phasing in of new Community Board of Directors 
Jan.- Third Transitional classroom at Wyebridge Public School, Midland 
Sep.1980 - Browndale Work/Study program opens at Midland Secondary School 


Browndale child care teacher placed in Barrie Central Collegiate as a resource for 
Browndale students enrolled in high school. 


We realize there are several gaps in this information -- any specific points and dates you 
would like to see included or are incorrect, please contact us at admin@browndale.net 
[now defunct] 


